
Highlands County 
Board of County Commissioners Agenda Item 

Date of Action Request: April 7, 2026 

Presenter: James Duppenthaler, Fire Chief 

Subject/Title: Request adoption of Ordinance No. 25-26-10, extension of a burn ban 
pursuant to Florida Statutes, Section 125.66 . 

Statement of Issue 
Due to the current cond itions and recent reading of the KBDI (Keetch Byran Drought 
Index), it is necessary to enact this Ordinance to extend a burn ban in Highlands County 
in order to protect the health , safety, and welfare of County residents, visitors, and 
businesses . 

Recommended Action 
Move to adopt Ordinance No. 25-26-10 pursuant to Florida Statutes, Section 125.66. 

Fiscal Impact 
There is no fiscal impact. 

Attachments: 
1. Burn Ban Extension Ord. 25-26-10 April 2026.sgs 
2. Burn Ban Ordinance 25-26-10 Extension 



ORDINANCE NO. 25-26-10 

AN ORDINANCE OF HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
PERTAINING TO THE FURTHER EXTENSION OF THE 
BURN BAN DECLARED UNDER HIGHLANDS COUNTY 
ORDINANCE NO.: 25-26-06 AND EXTENDED BY 
HIGHLANDS COUNTY ORDINANCE NO.: 25-26-07; 
PROVIDING FOR LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT; 
PROVIDING FOR EXTENSION OF BURN BAN; 
PROVIDING FOR AUTOMATIC SUNSET, CANCELLATION 
AND/OR EXTENSION OF BURN BAN; PROVIDING FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS; 
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR NON­
CODIFICATION AND SCRIVENER'S ERRORS; 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Florida Constitution, Article VIII, Section 1 and Florida 
Statutes, Section 125.01 , a County possesses the authority to conduct County 
government and, among other matters, the prerogative to adopt ordinances necessary to 
exercise of its powers and to prescribe penalties for violations of such ordinances; and 

WHEREAS, on January 6, 2026, the County adopted Ordinance No. : 25-26-06, 
which declared a burn ban in Highlands County through February 18, 2026; and 

WHEREAS, on February 17, 2026, the County adopted Ordinance No. : 25-26-07, 
which declared a burn ban in Highlands County through April 9, 2026; and 

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Florida 
Forest Service, Sebring Forestry Station Area Supervisor has informed the Highlands 
County Fire Chief that drought conditions continue to exist in Highlands County as a 
recent reading of the Keetch Byran Drought Index (KBDI), which is used for estimating 
dryness of soil and duff layers, rates Highlands County as exceeding 500 on a scale of 0 
- 800; and 

WHEREAS, drought conditions are conducive to wildfires; and 

WHEREAS, hazardous weather and atmospheric surroundings point toward 
drought conditions into the foreseeable future in Highlands County; and 

WHEREAS, wildfire risk increases each day without rain; thus, warranting the 
extension of the burn ban implemented by Ordinance No. : 25-26-06 and extended by 
Ordinance No.: 25-26-07; and 



WHEREAS, based on the information presented by the Florida Forest Service and 
the Highlands County Fire Chief, the County has determined that the extension of the 
burn ban is needed and that enactment of this Ordinance is necessary in order to address 
the drought conditions in Highlands County. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by Highlands County, Florida, that: 

SECTION 1. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT. Highlands County has 
complied with all requirements and procedures of Florida law in processing this 
Ordinance. The above recitals are hereby adopted . 

SECTION 2. EXTENSION OF BURN BAN AND AUTOMATIC SUNSET, 
CANCELLATION AND/OR EXTENSION OF BURN BAN.A. The burn ban approved by 
Highlands County Ordinance No.: 25-26-06, and extended by Highlands County 
Ordinance No.: 25-26-07, is hereby further extended and shall be in effect from April 10, 
2026 through and including May 5, 2026, unless extended or terminated sooner in 
accordance herewith. 

B. After consultation with the Florida Forest Service, if the Fire Chief determines 
that the burn ban can be lifted , the Fire Chief shall issue a formal notice of termination of 
the burn ban placed into effect pursuant to this Ordinance. 

C. Prior to automatic sunset, the burn ban may be extended by amendment to th is 
Ordinance. 

D. All provisions of Highlands County Ordinance No.: 25-26-06, and Ordinance 
No.: 25-26-07, not revised by this Ordinance, shall remain in full force and effect. 

SECTION 3. IMPLEMENTING ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS. The County 
Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to take such actions as are deemed 
necessary and appropriate in order to implement the provisions of this Ordinance. The 
County Administrator may, as deemed appropriate, necessary and convenient, delegate 
the powers of implementation as herein set forth to such County employees as deemed 
effectual and prudent. 

SECTION 4. SAVINGS CLAUSE. All prior actions of Highlands County pertaining 
to this burn ban, as well as any and all matters relating thereto, are hereby ratified and 
affirmed consistent with the provisions of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 5. NON-CODIFICATION AND SCRIVENER'S ERRORS. The 
provisions of this Ordinance shall not be codified in the Board of County Commissioners 
of Highlands County Code of Ordinances. Typographical errors and other matters of a 
similar nature that do not affect the intent of this Ordinance, as determined by the County 
Administrator and County Attorney, may be corrected. 
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SECTION 6. CONFLICTS. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with 
any of the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of the conflict. 

SECTION 7. SEVERABILITY. If any Section or portion of a Section of this 
Ordinance proves to be invalid , unlawful , or unconstitutional , it shall not be held to 
invalidate or impair the validity, force , or effect of any other Section or part of this 
Ordinance. 

SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately 
upon filing with the Department of State. 

DONE AND ADOPTED this 7th day of April , 2026. 

(SEAL) 

ATTEST 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA 

Don Elwell, Chairman 

By~ 
;:~Aski, Clerk 
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 

Highlands News Sun 
Published Dally 

Sebring, Highlands County, Florida 

Case No. Hearing Ordinance 25-26-10 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF HIGHLANDS 

Before the undersigned authority, Janet Emerson, personally appeared who on oath 
says that she is the Classified Advertising Legal Clerk of High lands News Sun, a 
newspaper published at Sebring in Highlands County, Florida; that the attached 
copy or reprint of the advertisement, to the right, being a Public Notice, was 
published in said newspaper by print in the issues of or by publication on the 
newspaper's website, if authorized, on : 

March 27, 2026 

Affiant further says that the Highlands News Sun newspaper complies with all legal 
requirements for publication in chapter 50, Florida Statutes. 
SIGNED: 

Jan Emerson 

Sworn to and subscribed before me th is 27th day of March 2026 by Janet Emerson, 
who is personally known to me. 

Nancy Y Whirley, Cu er Service Superv 
Notary expires: July 26, 2026 

00035703 00206833 

HIGHLANDS COUNTY FIRE RESCUE 
4506 KENILWORTH BLVD 
SEBRING, FL 33870 

NANCY Y. WHIRLEY 
NotlryPubllc 
StlttofFlorldl 
Comml HH293555 
E,cplrtt 7/2.t/2021 

NOTICE OF "ueuc HEARING TO 
CONSIDER COUNTY ORDINANCE 

NO. 25-26-10 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO 
WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

NOTICE i5 hc1eb·t gi,·e~ that :he 
Highland!'. County Boa'd or County 
Con:rr ss,om?1s will hJIG a oubli,: hear 
ing fc, tt 1t1 11urp~>~.•.:! of c;r~ :-~n,~11~-g f l t~ 

u1,.i lioo ol tltP. fr:-IIDw :g urrJ:niui,:~ or 1 
Apri l 7. 2026, at 9:00 a.m. c, ii~ 

soon there~lt~• ii; µuss,1)I~. 11. th~ 
Co~··1t·,- Commissiuners' 80:;rd R<J OIJl 

al the Governmer.l Center, WO South 
Corrmc1ce 11,c,,. e, Sco1i,1g, Florida : 

AN ORDINANCE Of HIGH· 
LANDS COUNTY. FLORIDA, PER­
TAINING TO THE FURTHER EX· 
TENSION Of THE BURN BAN DE· 
CLARED UNDER HIGHLANDS 
COUNTY ORDINANCE NO.: 25-26-
06 ANO EXTENDED BY HIGH· 
LANDS COUNTY ORDINANCE NO.: 
25-26-07; PROVIDING FOR LEGIS­
LATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT; 
PROVIDING FOR EXTENSION OF 
BURN BAN ; PROVIDING FOR 
AUTOMATIC SUNSET, CANCELLA· 
TION ANO/ OR EXTENSION OF 
BURN BAN; PROVIDING FOR IM­
PLEMENTATION OF ADMIN IS­
TRATIVE ACTIONS; PROVIDING A 
SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING 
FOR NON -CODIFICATION AND 
SCRIVENER'S ERRORS; PROVID­
ING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABIUTY; ANO PROVIO• 
ING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

A copy C)f ll ie orrh,1dr:ce it- dV<11 ic1U:i:! 

for inspec tion 111 ;he olr•ce c1 th~ 
Cou111y /\drninistrator , 6CC Sc•J:h 
Comrrarce A,·erue, Sebrinr,, rtor id3 
33870. All rnteres led persons may 
appear and be heard at the lime a,d 
p:.! t.:c StJCC/. i.:t.l ahovc . J., :· y person 
wt10 rn ght •.'Jtsh lo apuec.l iH ' '.f ch• 
c1 ~:m1 ·nt1de Uy th1~ Huard .. I C1·~~r1t;1 
C:o-r11nrss,0 11ers of ·i1g1 .:111r.s Cou:. lf, 
florida . 11 public hearing ur n,aetrn~ 
is '1eretr,· ad, sed tlIat trev w 'I need 1 
record of the proceed " gs, a~d for 
such purpose, t ;er· may need :o en 
sure lhal a ·,crbal,m r,Jcord al ll ,~ 
1noc,.cd,11gs 1s ma:Jt! wi:11.: h •.•:1 ; 1:1-
clude the tt:! ~limory ,ir11J ~vhfo··r: e 
11po11 wh ·ch sue r· ai)Pl?;1 I •·; lo iJIJ 
based . 

The Board of Coun:y Cc'llmrssi~sers 
of 'lighla·ds Co~aty, norida, d~s e~t 
Gisc1 01ir.ate upon the basis ol any in­
d.vidua l's d1sab1li'.y slatu,. Thrs 110n 
usc..:rin.;nalory pol,c.y ri•JU.ilCS ei;ery 
asJccl cf the !lo~ru's lur:ctror.s, n 
eluding ontfs ac:cm:; Ii,:,, par·{: pc.1tlrll\ 
emplc;yme, t 01 t•eJl<r\e11I n rls pro­
gr ams or ar.t1vrti~s. Ar.yune requrrnrg 
re asori alJle i\C comn- J(bt ;:>, as 
pro·:ided for 1n the Anerica •s wilh 
Disabilities A:t or Seeton 286.26, 
flondd Sta tu:es. sho.ld co~ta~t 
S'le1,, Bennett . ADA Coon! ·ia:c·. al 
(8631 402-6509 (vo1C1!I. 863-402-
6~08 (TTYI, er ,.,., Florr!I~ IM~y St:r­
v , c e I I I , o, 1, y u . ,11 J rl 
!l!.!.na 1 )1Jer1fl~rbcc oo,:. Requests tor 
CAHl or rn:erpreter services should 
be mace at lea~t 24 hJurs in ao­
•1ance to perm:t coordinat 0 1 o' t•e 
serv ce . 

801\liu OF 
CCUN IY COMrt:SSl'.JNt.HS 

OF HGHI.ANl.iS COL~TY, H \Y!'tJA 
Hf : t<.t!:\•111 Knl>erl!>, f. f ·J 11111:t11 

1,1,ir,r '! I , ?O?h 


